Winter 2016

From The President

2016 Membership Drive Is Underway
Please consider using PayPal
to pay your dues!

I wish all of our members a Happy New Year. We are
all looking forward to a mild winter and an early
spring. One can hope!

HOME INSURANCE UPDATE

It seems that 2016 will be a very busy for EPRTA. We
are following several items that have the potential to
impact Eastham and our members. We are watching
the 40b housing issue as the debate continues. We
continue to follow the rental tax issue, and the cost of
the town-wide water system as it progresses. The
Selectmen in Provincetown adopted a system that a
will allow year-round home owners to be assessed
lower taxes in an effort to stem an exodus of permanent
residents. This could result in other towns adopting a
similar system.

By Paula Aschettino—dated December 9, 2015
Dear Citizens,
Yesterday the MA DOI held an Informational Hearing
in Hyannis to hear complaints, problems and
suggestions by consumers on the Voluntary
Homeowner Market- the private insurers. The DOI has
come under scrutiny by the Attorney General’s Office
for approving several homeowner rate filings which the
AG felt were excessive. Also the Senate Committee
has been questioning the DOI on how they review rate
filings in homeowners insurance and the Committee is
looking into writing some bills to better protect the
consumer.

We will continue to follow issues as they arise. The
Town Warrant will soon be announced, and we will
keep you informed of those items, that could be of
interest to you. The best way, and the most timely
way, for us to communicate with you is via email.
Many of you have provided us with your email
address, and we assure you that we do not share it with
anyone.

We had a good turnout with over 60 people in the room.
Some insurance industry executives were present to
listen. People from Bourne to Wellfleet came to the
microphone and told of the hardship they were
experiencing in paying the continuing increasing
premiums. One woman talked about her fear and
inability of covering her wind deductible should she
have wind damage. Many stated their concerns that the
MA DOI is not doing its job to protect the consumer.

Your 2016 dues are now due and we appreciate that
many of you opt to submit your dues via PayPal. It is
easy to pay using this method through our website
www.eprta.org.
We always welcome communication from our
members. It is essential that we know what is
important to you and how we can make EPRTA more
meaningful and helpful.

I focused my talk on the need for insurers to be required
to provide proof in rate filings that the hurricane models
used to calculate possible losses from hurricanes only
use land-hitting hurricanes in MA, and stop allowing
the modeling companies from counting tropical storms
as hurricanes. The DOI also needs to stop allowing
modeling companies from using hurricanes which go
out to sea and never have hurricane winds in MA to be
counted as a hurricane.
Since 50% of the Cape and Islands premiums are based
on hurricane risk and the cost of reinsurance (which the
insurers purchase to cover themselves from catastrophic
events and pass the cost down to the consumers), it is

Respectfully,
Sue Connor

(Continued on page 2)
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EPRTA MEMBERS IN ACTION

HOME INSURANCE CONTINUED

Upcoming Disney movie recreates
daring rescue off Cape Cod

(Continued from page 1)

mandatory that the DOI not allow this kind of
calculations in homeowner rate filings.

By TJ Keen, EPRTA Administrator
The heroism of four brave Coast Guardsmen onboard
their Motor Lifeboat CG36500 is the inspiration for an
extraordinary upcoming Disney movie, The Finest
Hours. The thrilling true story retells what the Coast
Guard calls “the greatest small boat rescue in their
history”. Based on a 2010 book of the same title, the
movie centers around the daring rescue of 32 men from
the SS Pendleton, a 503 ft. ship that broke in half off
Chatham during a vicious 1952 winter storm.

Here is what you can do:
Please email the Commissioner at
DOI.HOI.2015@state.ma.us -any information,
complaints, have you been denied coverage? dropped?
How has it been shopping around? Any information
which will give the DOI more information- also if rates
have increased, how much approximately, increases in
deductibles? Please cc me at insreform@aol.com so I
can send these statements off to the Senator and AG.

Today, the CG36500 is docked at Rock Harbor
throughout the summer months as a floating museum
dedicated to the memory of the Life Savers of Cape
Cod. One of the boat’s most unique features is that it
can self-right itself in twelve seconds (though it did not
roll over during its infamous rescue). After it was taken
out of service in 1968, CG36500 was left to deteriorate
until 1981 when the Orleans Historical Society acquired
ownership and executed a comprehensive restoration.

I need help and if no one complains- they think nothing
is wrong. Please pass this email to other groups and
friends.

EPRTA member and life-long Eastham part-time
resident John Norton volunteers his time maintaining
and giving tours of the CG36500. He especially enjoys
being a member of the crew that takes the boat out into
Cape Cod Bay several times a year.

Paula Aschettino insreform@aol.com | Citizens for
Homeowners Insurance Reform | 21 Smith Street |
Eastham, MA 02642

Look for The Finest Hours in theaters January 29th,
2016. For more information, please visit cg36500.org.
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REAL ESTATE UPDATE — 2015 YEAR-END REPORT
By Robert Sheldon
■

We had 158 residential home sales in Eastham in
2015. This compares to 129 homes sold in 2014, up
22.5%. This was a record year in sales (by about
10%) and a fair improvement in median sales
prices. The median sales price was $417.5K, up
4.6% from 2014.

■

A trend that made 2015 interesting was the continued lower inventory. This brought the days-onmarket numbers for some price ranges into a
‘balanced’ range, usually considered to be under 6
months. We are starting 2016 with a near-record
low number of homes for sale.

The Eastham real estate market had a very good year in
2015. The detail:
Single Family Homes …
■ Full year 2015 had 158 closings vs. 129 for 2014,
up 22.5%. WOW!!
■ Full year 2015 average selling price was $471K,
down 9.4% from 2014. The 2015 median sale price
was $417.5K, up 4.6% from 2014.
■ Days-on-Market, a measure of market activity,
went from a medium of 185 days for 2014 to 229
days for 2015. That says that the 'middle' home was
on the market for little under 8 months.
At year-end, there were 65 homes for sale in Eastham,
with an average list price of $569K and a median price
of $449K.
■

Condos...
■ There were 11 sales of condo units in 2015 and the
average sale price was $260K. This compares to 10
sales in 2014.
■ There are currently only 9 condos for sale in Eastham, which range $160K to $440K.

Due to the very seasonal nature of this marketplace
it’s hard to know whether the lower inventory will
continue. If it does, it potentially could have an effect on 2016 sales.
What will 2016 bring? Certainly hard to guess, but
I’ve done it before. This should be a challenging
year since we have a large number of variables. We
have a national election, promised increases in interest rates, potential economic slowdown, volatile
stock market, world tensions, to name a few.
We also have great beaches, wonderful ponds, bike
trails, sunsets, fishing, etc. But I digress. I’m going
to keep my optimistic hat on and say that 2016 will
be much like 2015. Sales will be in the high-range
(north of 140 sales) and median prices will climb
another 4-5%. I’m all-in.

Commentary:
■ A year ago I predicted sales to be ‘gang-busters’
and prices to move moderately upward. I was right
on both points, but I honestly didn’t believe that
we would have done as well in sales as we did. The
continued low mortgage interest rates, low gas
prices, steady economy, and decent weather (once
winter ended!) contributed to the great year.

www.RobertSheldon.com, Phone: 508-237-9545
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN EASTHAM
■

■

■

■

■

■

Bonnie Nuendel as the grand prize winner for her
Eastham Turnip and Mushroom Gratin. Eastham’s
Georgia Hawko was the people’s choice for her
Eastham Turnip Whoopie Pie recipe.

Changing of the Guard- Fire Chief Mark Foley,
appointed by the BOS in January 2014, retired in
November. He was replaced by Kent Farrenkoph, a
31-year veteran of the Harwich Fire Dept., who
started on November 18.
Recycling and more- The Zoning Board of
Appeals voted on October 8th to grant Tim Klink,
President of Coastal Land Design, two permits he
needed in order to convert the former Catholic
church on Massasoit Road into three town house
apartments. His proposal calls for 1 unit with 3
bedrooms and 2.5 baths while the other two units
would be 2 bedrooms with 2.5 baths, plus the
construction of a 1,000 sq. ft. garage with 4 bays.
On October 21st the Chairman of the Planning
Board informed Mr. Klink that the town does not
have three family zoning and therefore they could
not approve his application. However, at a
subsequent Planning Board Meeting the Board
approved his project. Work is currently underway
converting the church. Coastal will also be adding
2 single homes on the remaining portion of the
property.
Cape Cod Transit Authority- Dave Schropfer,
former selectman and current representative to the
Cape Cod Regional Transit Authority, reported to
the BOS in October that a large number of Eastham
residents are using the bus and train services from
Hyannis to Boston. In addition, there were 52
residents who used the DART program (Dial-aride) that provides door to door service, as well as
another 20 who used transportation to go into
Boston area hospitals, at significantly reduced
prices.
Recycling Award- The Massachusetts Dept. of
Environmental Protection has awarded Eastham an
award of $3,950. This is to recognize the programs
and policies Eastham has implemented in the areas
of recycling and reuse and waste reduction.
Hay Road- An article will be on the May Town
Warrant to take 2 sections of Hay Road by eminent
domain. This requires a 2/3 vote and if approved
will allow the town to repair and plow Hay Road.
The condition of and access to Hay Road has
plagued residents and safety personnel for years.
Turnip Festival- Another successful festival was
held on November 21st at the Nauset Regional High
School. In addition to the crafters and all sorts of
market products, the Eastham Public Library, the
host of the event, sponsored a Cook-Off in which
contestants submitted their favorite turnip recipes.
These were judged by the audience who voted

■

Did you know that the Eastham Chamber of
Commerce has a partnership with Viridian Energy,
a socially responsible energy company? Viridian is
now offering 3DOM, an entirely new approach to
energy rates and usage. Its part energy rate
protection for when energy prices rise, due to
industry market conditions, and part consumer
education for smarter energy use.
For more information go to Viridian.com/
Eastham .

■

Eastham Hiking Club- This club continues to
meet all winter long and is free and open to all
residents. Most hikes are from 4 to 6 ½ miles
lasting from 2 to 2½ hours on wooded paths with
(Continued on page 6)
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EASTHAM YEAR IN REVIEW—TOP STORIES
Water, Water Everywhere - At the 2014 Annual
Town Meeting, the citizens of Eastham voted to
establish a limited municipal water system. Phase 1 of
the system would provide service to approximately 1/3
of the town and include the construction of two well
fields, a storage tank and 45 miles of distribution piping
to the tune of $45.8 million. Subsequently, at the May
2015 Annual Town meeting, the Town voted to expand
the system to include the whole town at an additional
cost of $85 million. Permitting and construction has
been on-going ever since.

unseasonable weather, the construction crews have been
able to move forward on all fronts. See pictures below.
Affordable Housing - In a 3-2 vote in late November,
the Board of Selectmen voted to start negotiating a
memorandum of agreement with Stratford Capital
Group of Peabody, MA, a company that specializes in
affordable housing projects and owner of the T-Time
property. Stratford is proposing building a 110 unit
project on the T-Time land. At a December
Selectmen’s meeting, over 100 townspeople attended,
the majority of whom spoke against the project, citing
density, traffic, and safety issues. Local insurance
agent, Scott Kerry, had submitted a petition to the BOS
signed by 400 people that voiced concerns about the
project. Most people supported adding affordable
housing units but felt that the project needed to be
scaled back. The developer has stated that to be “cost
effective” the project needs to be that size.

In November 2015, the Board of Selectmen, on a split
vote of 3-2, agreed to send out an RFP (Request for
Proposal) for an OPM-owner’s project manager to
oversee the approximately $130 million project.
By the middle of December, approximately 30 miles of
6, 8 and 12 inch water mains had been installed in the
land fill area and Rte. 6. Construction on the water
tank is moving ahead right on schedule. With

With so many negative issues surfacing regarding this
issue, the Board of Selectmen in December, decided to
take a closer look at land already owned by the townthe 10 acre Purcell property that was purchased several
years ago, potentially for affordable housing and the 18
acres of town land off of Ballwic Road, where the
Children’s Place is located, with the idea that they
could be made more attractive for development because
it is free land and the promise of water. There was little
interest in these properties in the past because of the
cost of providing water to these areas. Now that the
town-wide water system is in the process of
implementation, the Board of Selectmen, felt that the
interest level should be much higher.
In another development in this project, Richard Hayden,
Vice President of Stratford Capital Group, went before
the Community Preservation Committee in December
seeking $800,000 for the first phase of the Governor
Prence Residents project. The funds would be used to
build 60 of the proposed 110 units which would be the
first phase of the project. He said that this phase needs
to absorb the land costs, the waste-water treatment
facility, the utility infrastructure and the clubhouse.
Mr. Hayden addressed a number of concerns raised by
the committee members and, when asked what he
would do if the Committee awarded a lesser amount or
nothing at all, he said that “We would probably be hard
-pressed to move forward with the project. We would
probably reconfigure something.” The Committee CoChair, Peter Wade, informed the audience that no vote
would be taken until the Committee met again on
January 16.
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Looking Ahead to 2016: Please consider becoming a
supporter in 2016. One event we plan to repeat is the
enormously well-received first Cape Cod Hydrangea
Festival, sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce for
non-profits. Seven home owners have volunteered their
gardens for tours on July 10th and 12th as part of the
overall festival from July 9-17, and there will be events
Cape-wide to please all levels of garden enthusiasts. It’s
a great way to entertain summer guests, too. For more
information, go to the websites elbfi.org or
easthamlibrary.org or email info@elbfi.org.

LIBRARY UPDATE
By Director Debra DeJonker-Berry

T

he Eastham Public Library offers many
wonderful resources that you can access from
anywhere your winter home may be. The new year
brings a clean slate, and the library has online
resources to help you find almost anything. Our
newest is Weiss Ratings Consumer Guides, Nine
How-To Guides that will Help You Plan For &
Select the Right Insurance and Financial Products.

HAPPENING IN EASTHAM CONTINUED
(Continued from page 4)

some sand and hills. For more information you
can call Mark McGrath at 508-432-3775 or by
email at markmcgrath@verizon.net.

The Library also offers Consumers Reports online.
Newly funded by the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts is a new e-book distributor: The
Commonwealth e-Book Collection offers bestsellers
using the AXIS 360 app, primary sources, historical
documents, images, and video from BiblioBoard, and
academic research items, as well as personal interests,
like cooking and gardening, at EBL. Of course, the
Overdrive e-book collection, is still available to enjoy
as well.

■

Firefighter Grant- The Eastham Fire Dept. has
received a grant from the Leary Firefighters
Foundation, Jeremiah Leary Grant Program, for the
purchase of a new All-Terrain Vehicle to respond to
medical emergencies in remote areas in and around
Eastham. The Dept. will get a 6x6 Polaris ATV
equipped with emergency and scene lighting,
portable radios, and medical equipment.

■

User Fees - Once again the Board of Selectmen is
discussing the possibility of raising various user
fees in town, including transfer station fees, beach
fees, and the fee to use Windmill Green. A memo
for action put together by the Town’s
Administrator’s Office will be submitted at another

All these are available using your Eastham Library
CLAMS card. All our electronic resources are
available from the Discover tab on the library's website easthamlibrary.org.
And from the Eastham Library Building Fund,
Inc:
Looking Back at 2015: What a busy and exciting
year! Once again, we thank the members of EPRTA
and the broader community for their generous
support. We worked hard on five fun and successful
special events, which some of you attended (and we
hope you enjoyed). Those activities, and ongoing
donations from individuals and organizations, have
brought our fundraising total to approximately
$875,000! No doubt you have noticed the progress of
the new library building on Samoset Road.

BOS meeting and any proposed changes would be
presented to citizens at a public meeting in January.
■
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New license- At their year-end meeting, the Board
of Selectmen licensed Robin Wignot to operate
what will be called The Sandpiper Sports Pub on
Rte. 6 replacing the former Parker’s Shipwreck
Tavern that was Jimmy D’s before that.

JOIN OR RENEW EPRTA MEMBERSHIP

Dues $20.00 per year

E-mail: (Please print carefully)
____________________________________
____________________________________

(Please print)
First Name: __________________________
Last Name: __________________________

Do you want your EPRTA Newsletter by e-mail?
Yes [ ] No [ ]

Eastham Street Address:
____________________________________
Eastham [ ]

No. Eastham [

Use PayPal to pay your membership: go to
www.eprta.org then click on the “Join/Renew
Membership” button, OR

]

Off Cape Street Address or
Eastham PO Box or Mailing Address:
____________________________________

Make Checks Payable to:
EPRTA, PO Box 122, N. Eastham, MA 02651

City/Town

New Member: Yes ___

____________________________________

Renewal: ___

Cut on dotted line

State: _______ Zip: ______________

BECAUSE YOU ASKED...

Transfer Station (Dump) Hours:
Saturday - Wednesday
7:30 AM - 3:30 PM
Closed Thursday and Friday

What’s Happening in Eastham?
Get information anytime by going to:
www.WickedLocalEastham.com

Swap Shop Hours:
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM - Sat, Sun, Wed.

Or, visit the Chamber of Commerce on-line
at:
info@easthamchamber.com.

LET YOUR FINGERS DO THE WALKING
Informative Web sites
EPRTA ............................... www.eprta.org
Eastham Library ................. www.easthamlibrary.org
Town of Eastham ............... www.eastham-ma.gov
National Seashore .............. www.nps.gov/caco
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MEMBERSHIP DUES

We are now beginning the 2016 membership year
and encourage you to renew your 2016 dues
through PayPal, which you can access through the
EPRTA web site at www.eprta.org by clicking on
the Join/Renew button on the upper left hand
corner. If you are joining for the first time you
may also use this process and just click on the Join
button. Thank you for your support!!

address for you. If you are in the “Bad Email” or
“No Email” categories, the surest way to update
your email address in our database is to send an
email to MemberService@eprta.org. Changes to
your name and address can also be sent to the
above email address.

For those members receiving their newsletter by
US mail: If your address label reads “2016 Dues
Paid”, your dues are up to date for 2016. Thank
you!

REMEMBER, YOU CAN NOW PAY YOUR
MEMBERSHIP DUES ON-LINE VIA PAYPAL
You can do this by logging onto our website:
www.eprta.org and clicking the
Join/Renew membership button.

If your label says " 2015 and 2016 Dues Due", your 2015 as
well as your 2016 dues are now due. Again, please

consider paying your dues using PayPal, or if you
choose, use the enclosed pre-addressed envelope.

Important Notice
To Our Members
We are making every effort to ensure that our
database contains the correct information for each of
our members. If you are not receiving e-mails from
EPRTA please forward your current e-mail address
to MemberService@eprta.org.

Also on the label you may find an email status
code. A “Bad Email” means that we have an
address for you, but our last email alert was
returned to EPRTA as undeliverable. A “No
Email” indicates that we do not have an email
8

