SPRING 2016

From The President

EPRTA SUMMER MEETINGS FOR MEMBERS

Spring was slow to come to Eastham this year. There
was snow in early April and high winds. We hope the
warm beach weather will be here before very long.
There are several items that will be on the Town
Warrant this year that could affect our members and
cause an increase in taxes. Some of them are outlined
in this newsletter. This year promises to be a busy one
and EPRTA will try to keep you informed. The
newsletter does a very good job of outlining the issues
that may be of concern for our members.

Saturday, July 9
Saturday, August 20
9 am at the Elks Lodge
McKoy Road, Eastham

REMINDER-DUES NOW DUE FOR 2016
2016 memberships run from January 1 –December
31 each year. Your dues make possible among
other things the printing and mailing of this
newsletter. If you haven’t paid them yet please
consider using PayPal by going to www.eprta.org
and clicking on the Join/Renew icon. Thank you!

Thank you to all the members that have opted to pay
their dues via PayPal. This has allowed for a timelier
posting of payments. When payment is sent to our PO
Box there is a delay in getting payments to the
treasurer. Our system is more automated now and our
administrator is working on the data base to assure
accuracy of membership and dues payment. The
increase in membership, while exciting, has made
some of the treasurer’s tasks burdensome. We are
thankful to those of you who have helped ease the
workload.

Email Reminder
If you haven’t already please provide us with your
email address so you can receive information from
EPRTA on a timely basis. You can also receive
your newsletter via email which will cut down our
postage costs and will allow you to share the
newsletter easily with your family and friends.

Our newsletter is now available to our members via
email. This option allows members to share it with
others more easily. If you are not currently receiving
yours via email please contact us with your current,
correct email address and we will add you to the list.

EPRTA SURVEY
Many of you recently participated in an online EPRTA
survey to determine if our members are informed about
several issues Eastham is facing this year. A follow-up
survey is being conducted to ask members their opinion and
reaction to these issues. The results of these surveys will be
shared with our membership as well as the Board of
Selectmen and the Town Administrator.

One of our goals, as an organization, is to keep our
members informed throughout the year and to open up
avenues for you to voice your opinion on the issues
that are facing Eastham. We plan in the future to use
social media for this purpose. We will periodically
conduct surveys and contact members with vital
information. Please share your email address so that
we can contact you. Please share your ideas,
comments and concerns with EPRTA.
I hope you are able to attend one of our meetings this
year. The dates and times are in the newsletter. The
meetings are held at the Elks Lodge on McKoy Road in
Eastham. I look forward to meeting you there.
Respectfully,
Sue Connor
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MAJOR ISSUES AFFECTING EASTHAM

WATER PROJECT UPDATE

Affordable Housing- T-Time and Purcell Properties

Work on the water project, which was on hold for part of
the winter, began again on April 4 and will continue to
Memorial Day. Depending on weather conditions, the
Water Storage Tank-District G will be painted and lifted
into place and the bowl’s roof will be assembled later
this spring.

In early February a citizens group led by local insurance
agent Scott Kerry submitted a petition signed by more than
150 residents to Town Clerk Sue Fischer asking the town to
take the 10.8 acre T-Time property by eminent domain. The
property is currently under agreement with Strafford Capital
to purchase it from Stop & Shop for $1.4 million with the
intention of building 115 units of affordable housing.

Work will also include interior plumbing, electrical, and
equipment within the tank’s concrete pedestal. Site
work will be completed at the tank before the fall,
including an overhead garage door, perimeter fence
and gravel access drive.

The Board of Selectmen in late March voted by a margin of 3
-2 to support this petition article which will appear on the
May Town Warrant. They also voted to include a question
on the ballot as to whether the town should borrow the money
to do so. That borrowing would require a Proposition 2½
debt exclusion. The land could be acquired by purchase or
by eminent domain. The cost estimated to taxpayers at the
price of $1.4 million is estimated to be about $17 per year for
the first year for a homeowner with a house valued at
$425,000 and less in subsequent years.

The water mains and hydrants have been completed at
the landfill area. Multiple stubs and services will be
installed along Brackett Road over the next month.
After the work on Brackett Road is completed, the
contractor plans to stop until the summer is over, when
he will start to strategically place curb stops to facilitate
the water main flushing, testing, and disinfection
process. Construction of water mains and hydrants
along Laura Lane, Eldia Way, and Widah Lane is
continuing.

Another facet to this story is that Strafford Capital had
requested $800,000 from the Community Preservation
Committee to be used for infrastructure development at the
site. Mr. Hayden from Strafford Capital was supposed to
meet with the CPC at a public hearing in February to address
the many concerns raised by the public concerning safety,
density, and the overall impact on town resources.

The contractor will also be working on Rte 6, completing
water main, hydrant, and water service construction
from Massasoit Road to Old Orchard Road and from
Kingsbury Beach Road to Nauset Road by Memorial
Day.

At the meeting Peter Wade, the Chair of the CPC, informed
the public that Mr. Hayden declined to attend as he did not
have all the answers to the list of questions given to him by
the CPC. He (Mr. Hayden) requested that the CPC table his
application till June when he could meet with them. The
Committee voted to table his application.

They will also be working on water main and hydrant
construction between Old South Eastham Road and
Old State Highway in the same time frame. They expect
to do a full lane pavement replacement on the
southbound travel lane of Rte 6 this fall or early next
spring.

In another development the Board of Selectmen requested an
RFP (Request for Proposal), soliciting proposals from
potential developers interested in developing the Purcell
property for affordable housing. This property was
purchased by the town 11 years ago for general purposes, one
of which could be affordable housing. Due to the lack of
available water to this area there was no interest in 2014
when the BOS sought developers.
Given the concerns raised with the development of T-Time
and the fact that water will now be available, the BOS felt it
was time to be proactive and seek developers. The Board
also noted that the town will provide some financial support
to developers of this project. Unlike T-Time, where the
developer would have to purchase the property, the town
would give the Purcell property to the successful developer
for 99 years at no cost.
Short Term Residential Legislation Update: See page 6.
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REAL ESTATE UPDATE — FIRST QUARTER 2016
By Robert Sheldon

■

The first 3 months of 2016 had 22 closings, vs. 24 for the
same period in 2015, down 8.3%.

Commentary:
Let me start by saying that there is a discontinuity in the statistics starting with 2016. The Cape Cod & Islands MLS has
chosen to combine all single family homes with all condos
into a new ‘residential’ category. I’ve attempted to ‘fix’ the
old data to be consistent with the new data, but some discontinuities may occur. That said, this year is looking like it’s
going to be a pretty good year, if not a great year, maybe not
as good as 2015, but certainly pretty good. Sales are roughly
the same as they were last year at this time.

■

The average selling price for 1Q16 was $421K, down
considerably from 2015’s $457K. A few inexpensive
condos pushed the average sale price down. The medium
price of $391K is only 3.7% below the full year 2015
medium. Way too early to be alarmed.

There are currently 99 single family homes and condos for
sale in Eastham, with an average list price of $564K and a
median price of $444K. (Note: last year there were 101
‘active’ homes and condos at this time). There are 23 homes
that are "Pending" (i.e. have a closing scheduled).

The YTD median sales price of $391K is only 3.7% below
the full year 2015 adjusted median of $406K. Please keep in
mind that it’s too early to draw too many conclusions from
the data points I’ve presented since we’re only 10 - 15%,
sales wise, into the new year.

Residential Land
■ Two parcels of land sold in Eastham in 1Q16, compared
to only one during the first quarter of 2015.

There are 99 homes currently for sale in Eastham, with an
average days-on-market of 184 or 6 months. The 99 ‘actives’
will be about 6-8 months’ worth of inventory. This inventory should still see a decent ‘spring influx’ of new listings.
Now that winter (and snow) is past, as is the Easter holiday,
buyer activity will pick up. It always does.

There are, currently, 19 residential building lots available,
ranging from $139K to $1.3M. The $1.3M property is 1.7
pond-front acres and includes a large antique home.

www.RobertSheldon.com, Phone: 508-237-9545

I would consider the market to be ‘balanced’ in most price
ranges. The only exception is at the upper ranges, starting in
the $600Ks, where higher relative inventory makes for more
of a ‘buyer's market'. All in all, I expect that the spring inventory and still low mortgage rates (under 4%) will convince some potential buyers that this is ‘their’ opportunity.
Spring is my busiest time. This year will be very interesting!
Single Family Homes and Condos
■ The Cape Cod & Islands MLS is now combining (i.e.
merging) single family homes and condos in their statistics (see commentary).
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN EASTHAM
Eastham Famous Flower Islands- it is that time of year
when the EFFI volunteers begin their transformation of the
21 islands at all the busy intersections in town. This group of
171 part-time and full -time residents work all spring,
summer and into the fall planting and maintaining these
gorgeous oases of color and beauty throughout the town.
Carol Burton is the current President of this non-profit group
and asked me to extend her personal thanks as well as those
of the EFFI group to the many part time residents that
volunteer their time and money to this cause.

May Election-Tuesday May 17th
As of the end of February, 4 residents had taken out papers
and returned them to run for two seats on the Board of
Selectmen. Incumbents Wally Adams and John Knight are
seeking re-election, while Aimee Eckman (former selectman)
and Mike Guzowski of the water management committee are
also running.
May Town Meeting- Monday May 2nd
The Board of Selectmen finalized the 34-article Town
Warrant. Listed below are some of the key articles that will
appear on the Warrant.
■

■

If you are interested in donating or volunteering your time
(even a few hours here and there helps), you can reach Carol
at 508-240-3360 or at PO Box 191, No. Eastham, MA 02651.
Their Annual Meeting will be held at the Methodist ChurchRte 6 in Eastham on Wednesday May 18 at 9am. All are
welcome. Light refreshments will be served.

Hay Road- to layout and accept as a public way the dirt
road known as Hay Road from Governor Prence Road to
Bridge Road as a 40-foot layout ( the whole road)
Hay Road- to layout Hay Road from Governor Prence
Road to Woodland Road ( partial road)

■

$25,756,101 for the municipal operating budget

■

Amend the town’s zoning by-law by adding a new
groundwater protection overlay district that covers a
sizable portion of the northern half of town.

■

$1,700 for greenhead fly control

■
■

Increase the annual salary of selectmen by $500
$70,000 for decommissioning of the Tri-Town septage
facility

■

$622,500 for the capital acquisition budget

■

Community Preservation articles
1. $175,000 for the rental subsidy program for a period
of three years
2. $207,000 to Nauset Fellowship for the restoration of
the Church in the Pines
3.
4.
5.
6.

Windmill Weekend- The Windmill Weekend Committee,
led by Liz Smith, has begun working on this years’ program.
The theme for 2016 is “ Eastham: Bayshore to Seashore”.
This is an all volunteer group that needs help. Three
important positions--parade chair, a business sponsorship/
donor chair and a Green set-up chair--need to be filled, and
they are appealing to the public to come forward and
volunteer for these positions or any number of other areas
that need volunteers. If you are interested in helping out,
please call Liz Smith at 774-722-2066.
The Eastham Council on Aging Thrift Shop at 580
Massasoit Road has been recently revamped and is open
again on Thursday through Sunday from 10am to 3pm. All
proceeds from the sale of donated merchandise go to funding
programs run by the Council on Aging. The shop is run by
close to 25 volunteers and is constantly in need of additional
volunteers. If interested in volunteering, or if you have any
questions, please call 508-255-0264.

$500,000 for the construction of new recreational
facilities at the Field of Dreams behind Town hall
$36,000 to the Eastham Affordable Housing Trust
for staff assistance
$8,500 for construction of a new shade shelter at
Wiley Park
$37,877 for the Community Preservation Committee
for administrative expenses

Trash burning- the burning season started January 15 and
runs through May 1st or until discontinued by the state. The
fee is $10 and a permit can be obtained at the Eastham Fire
Dept. For additional questions call 508-255-2324.
Beach Fee Increases- The Board of Selectmen in January
approved the following fee changes:
Type
Daily Beach Parking
Day pass
Weekly visitor
Two week visitor
Seasonal pass

Little Depot Pond- The Board of Selectmen sent a letter to
the Manager of Vegetation and Rights of Way at Eversource,
expressing their concern about the cormorants perched on the
power lines over Little Depot Pond and defecating into the
pond, adversely affecting the water quality. This issue is also
being addressed by the Orleans BOS, as the cormorants are
also perching on the power lines over Cedar Pond in Orleans,
which is close to Little Depot Pond. The BOS asked that
they be included in the formulation of the remedial action
taken by Eversource.
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Old
$16
40
65
100
180

New
$20
50
70
125
225

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN SURROUNDING TOWNS
finish revamping the pier to include 50 slips so that
larger yachts can be tied up.

Harwich
Forbes Travel Guide unveiled its annual Star Rating in
February naming the Wequassett Resort and Golf Club as a
new Forbes Travel Guide Five-Star hotel for 2016. The
resort is the first property on Cape Cod to receive this
prestigious award and is one of six new Five-Star hotels in
the US. There are only 75 Five-Star hotels in the world.

Provincetown/Truro
The Boards of Selectmen of both towns met in February and
voted unanimously to approve an inter-municipal agreement
that provides a framework for the sharing of personnel and
equipment. The idea is to enhance public services in an
economical way, reduce bureaucracy, empower staff, and
provide resources that might not otherwise be affordable.
This is another step in regionalization, as the two towns
currently share a water system and have strong cooperation
between their police, fire, public works, and harbormaster
depts.

Orleans
■ Todd Thayer, local businessman, is proposing to remake
the 15 acres he owns in downtown Orleans, during a
three year phase, and create over 100 apartments over a
ten year period. He is working with the Finance
Committee and the Zoning Board, as parts of the project
will need zoning changes requiring town meeting
approval. After a number of meetings with Mr. Thayer,
Town Planner George Meservey met with the Board of
Selectmen and proposed several by-law changes that
they hope to have on the May Town Warrant.
■

AREA WIDE ISSUES

The iconic Jailhouse Tavern owned and operated by
Mark Powers and Mike McNamara plans on opening a
brewery in an area adjacent to their function room named
The Hog Island Beer Company in the Outermost
Brewery on Cape Cod. The brewery, along with having
a sampling bar and the ability to purchase two-gallon
growlers, will also offer other local craft beers.

Truro
The Truro Center for Arts at Castle Hill completed its
purchase of the historic Edgewood Farm for $1.264 million
and expects to start renovation in May. Edgewood Farm will
be developed as a second campus and will feature a new artist
-in-residence program expected to attract artists from all over
the world. It will also offer expanded educational
programming, exhibitions, and special events along with
housing accommodations.

The Tri-Town septage treatment plant’s closing has been
moved up to June 2016. Haulers can still take septage to
the plant in Yarmouth. Discussions on whether to build
a new plant, and its environmental impacts, are
proceeding with various boards in Brewster, Eastham,
and Orleans.

■

In early February Cape Light Compact’s Governing
Board Chair Joyce Flynn announced a budget of $128
million over the next three years, which is the largest
ever, and will be awarded to the Cape and Islands
residents.
These monies come from a state-mandated surcharge on
your electric bill. Some of the programs offered are free
energy audits, deep discounts on insulation costs, free
high efficiency lighting and rebates on refrigerators. For
more information go to www.capelightcompact.org
or call 800-797-6699.

Provincetown
■ The reconstruction of Commercial Street from Howland
to Johnson Streets will begin in October, thanks to a
$1.96 million grant the town received from Mass Works
in November.
■

■

■

Fisherman’s Wharf, which is more than 1,000 feet long,
has been sold to Charles and Ann Lagasse for $3.5
million. The Lagasses have more than 30 years
experience in marina and real estate development. They
currently own Charlestown Marina in the Boston area
and manage a number of marinas such as the Fan Pier
Marina in the Seaport District of Boston. The purchase
included the land, buildings, equipment and assets that
go with the wharf, marina, marina services and 110
moorings.

The famous maritime hunter, Barry Clifford, of the
Whydah pirate ship’s fame, has announced plans to
purchase and transform the seven acre former
ZooQuarium in West Yarmouth into a working museum
and learning center, where many of the artifacts from the
Whydah will be housed permanently.
Back in 1984, Clifford uncovered the Whydah, which
had sunk nearly 300 years earlier off the coast of
Wellfleet. At the time, this was considered to be one of
the great undersea discoveries on the Atlantic coast. A
number of these artifacts have been touring the US and
Europe for the past ten years under the auspices of the
National Geographic.

There are tentative plans for a three-phase development
and expansion to 200 slips as wll as a small-boat basin
and a boutique hotel. Later this summer they hope to
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LIBRARY UPDATE

MASS HOUSE BILL #2618
Short Term Residential Legislation Update
By David Baxter, EPRTA Board Member

By Nancy Eisenbarth, Eastham Library Building Fund, Inc.
Many facets of the new library construction are merging into
a bustling work zone, and progress is visible on all sides! The
shingles, cedar boards, and entrance porch area, as well as the
historic VIS building are nearing completion, while interior
work is keeping pace with painting, light fixtures, cabinetry,
doors, trim and tile.

As many may know already, there is currently proposed MA
state legislation that could subject short-term rental properties
to new taxes and regulations. Short-term rental properties
would have to be registered in an official Housing Department data base. Such rentals would then be subject to city
and state regulations as well as taxes and/or fees. State
excise tax is proposed at maximum of 5%, while local is
6%.
The proposed legislation was introduced by MA State Rep.
Aaron Michlewitz (D-Boston), chair of the House Financial
Services Committee as a way to bring regulation and capture
revenue from the short term rental market, which has boomed
due to web sites like AirBnB. The legislation seeks to regain
control of lost revenue and to ensure safety for both renters
and property owners according to the legislators. It is worthy
to note that other major cities in the US have already enacted
such legislation.

The Gregory S. Turner Meeting Room’s
possibilities, due to its size, acoustics, and
extraordinary technology, especially for those
with sight and hearing needs, is generating
great interest throughout the community. The
Board of Trustees is working on guidelines to
establish an equitable and fair usage policy for what is sure to
be a center of community activity and life-long learning.
We are proud to announce that the building’s architects and
builders achieved a Gold LEEDS rating from the U.S. Green
Energy Council for the environmentally efficient design!
Stop in to the library trailers or check the library website to
see what is involved. It is impressive.

The vote on the new legislation is currently pending with the
Finance Committee of the MA legislature. EPRTA will
provide updates when more information becomes available.
Visit the following website for more information:
Go to https://malegislature.gov/Bills - and search on H2618.

Two dates to remember:
April 27: Wednesday evening THE LOCAL BREAK in
North Eastham will share a portion of their profits as a
fundraiser for ELBFI. Bring friends and be among the first to
sample their creative new seasonal menu, which has a
distinctive South Carolina coastal flair. Have fun trying the
Low Country Boil or Southern Salad, or other dishes with
some Down South ingredients, and support your library at the
same time!

EPRTA Audit Report
Listed below is the Audit Report for the fiscal year 2014.
The delay was caused by our Auditor stepping down from
our Board. The by-laws at the time required the auditor to be
part of the Board. We needed to have the by-laws changed in
order for Mr. Connolly to continue to audit our books. This
by-law change was voted on and approved by the
membership at the annual meeting in August of 2015. The
audit was just completed.

July 10 and 12: Eastham’s “Creative Gardens of the Outer
Cape” home garden tours as part of the Annual Cape Cod
Chamber of Commerce Hydrangea Festival. Last July’s tours
were so wildly popular that we can hardly wait for this year!
We have eight new gardens (and one special repeat), and
these generous homeowners are hard at work in spite of the
cool days. We are thrilled to have sponsors to add to the fun.
Saint Aubin Garden Center will again hold free lectures at
their store on July 13th and 14th and will donate to us a
portion of the hydrangeas sold on July 8th and 9th.

To: President Susan F. Connor, EPRTA
From: David P. Connolly
Subject: Annual Audit, Calendar Year 2014
Date: January 21, 2016
I have reviewed the fiscal books for the FY 2014 and have
found all receipts and expenditures to be in order. The
fiscal records meet the standards as prescribed by general
accounting standards.

Ben & Jerry’s Scoop Shop will provide an ice cream stand in
one of the gardens. The Eastham Painter’s Guild turned their
beautiful garden paintings into greeting cards, and some of
them will be doing plein air painting on the tour. 103.2 The
Dunes Radio and Lower Cape TV are airing PSAs for us, so
look there for updates in a few weeks.

The Association is fortunate to have James Lukowiak as a
replacement for Ann Marie Hannon. Jim has continued the
fine tradition which we have seen over the last eleven
years. His records allow for an easy audit as all expenses
and revenues are recorded with the proper documentation.

For more information, or to volunteer, contact info@elbfi.org
and we will be in touch.

Sincerely yours, David P. Connolly, Auditor
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JOIN OR RENEW EPRTA MEMBERSHIP

Dues $20.00 per year

E-mail: (Please print carefully)
____________________________________
____________________________________

(Please print)
First Name: __________________________
Last Name: __________________________

Do you want your EPRTA Newsletter by e-mail?
Yes [ ] No [ ]

Eastham Street Address:
____________________________________
Eastham [ ]

No. Eastham [

Use PayPal to pay your membership: go to
www.eprta.org then click on the “Join/Renew
Membership” button, OR

]

Off Cape Street Address or
Eastham PO Box or Mailing Address:
____________________________________

Make Checks Payable to:
EPRTA, PO Box 122, N. Eastham, MA 02651

City/Town

New Member: Yes ___

____________________________________

Renewal: ___

Cut on dotted line

State: _______ Zip: ______________

BECAUSE YOU ASKED...

Transfer Station (Dump) Hours:
Saturday - Wednesday
7:30 AM - 3:30 PM
Closed Thursday and Friday
(Summer schedule starts in July
open Friday-Wednesday)

What’s Happening in Eastham?
Get information anytime by going to:
www.WickedLocalEastham.com
Or, visit the Chamber of Commerce on-line
at:
info@easthamchamber.com.

Swap Shop Hours:
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM - Sat, Sun, Wed.

LET YOUR FINGERS DO THE WALKING
Informative Web sites
EPRTA ............................... www.eprta.org
Eastham Library ................. www.easthamlibrary.org
Town of Eastham ............... www.eastham-ma.gov
National Seashore .............. www.nps.gov/caco
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MEMBERSHIP DUES
For those members receiving their newsletter by US
mail:
If your address label says “2016 Dues Paid”, your dues
are up to date for 2016. Thank you!
If your label says “2016 Dues Due”, your 2016 dues
are now due. Please consider paying your dues using
PayPal, or if you choose, use the enclosed preaddressed envelope.

REMEMBER, YOU CAN NOW PAY YOUR
MEMBERSHIP DUES ON-LINE VIA PAYPAL

Also on the label you may find an email status code.

You can do this by logging onto our website:
www.eprta.org and clicking the
Join/Renew membership button.

A “Bad Email” means that we have an address for you,
but our last email alert was returned to EPRTA as
undeliverable.
A “No Email” indicates that we do not have an email
address for you.

Important Notice
To Our Members
We are making every effort to ensure that our
database contains the correct information for each of
our members. If you are not receiving e-mails from
EPRTA please forward your current e-mail address
to MemberService@eprta.org.

If you are in the “Bad Email” or “No Email”
categories, the surest way to update your email address
in our database is to send an email to
MemberService@eprta.org.
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